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Upcoming Dates 

 
• Fri. Dec 6 - ACFA Awards  

                 Banquet 
•  
• Thu. Feb. 6, 2025-1st Meeting 

 

December Meeting
Friday December 6, 2024 6:30 pm 

Moe’s Original BBQ 
701 Springhill Ave. 
Mobile, AL 36602 

                                                             

Raffle & Door Prizes 
  

Rod/Reel Combo;  Buffalo Gear Bag, 
Glacier gloves 

Tickets are $2.00 ea. 

 
DOOR PRIZE Tickets are for Gift 

Certificates from Tackle This  
Fishing Outfitters  
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https://www.moesoriginalbbq.com/
https://tacklethisshootthat.com/
https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament
https://wnsp.com/wordpress/podcasts/
https://www.facebook.com/saltfinaddicts/
https://www.pagautoglass.com/
https://www.georgeswatersports.net/
https://bonsecourbutchers.com/
https://heritageautoparts.com/
http://www.fairhoperattle.com/#/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Deer-River-Bait-and-Tackle-100076843550063/
https://uglyfishing.com/
https://www.alpha-supply.com/
https://glacieroutdoor.com/
https://www.friskyfins.com/
https://fishbites.com/
https://www.buybuffalogear.com/
https://egretbaits.ecwid.com/
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Our friends at Buffalo Gear have         
graciously provided an  opportunity for 

everyone to purchase Buffalo Gear   
Products at a 10% Discount. You must 

use the promo code listed below. 
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Well, this is my last message as ACFA President, and the feeling is 
bittersweet. Like at the end to a day of fishing. You’re sad it’s over, 

but so glad you went along for the ride. Such experiences help 
shape memories and lives, and we always carry that with us. It will 

be easier now to step back from the responsibilities with  “new 
blood” at the helm, and I am honored to continue serving the 

ACFA, as Newsletter Editor (again).  

The extraordinary length of my unprecedented tenure as ACFA 
President was mostly due to the changes regulated upon us by the 
COVID shutdowns in 2020. We lost a chunk of our membership then, 
and it hasn’t been easy to rebuild it since. Only with the aid of some 
concerned and dedicated folks who wanted to see this club contin-
ue to exist and evolve have we persevered. So, I trust the changes 

we have implemented will make the ACFA continue to grow strong-
er as a community, and be even more FUN for its members 

(especial the young ones), so we can remain a unique part of the 
fishing environment in our region. Plus I hope and pray the appeal 
this club offers to recreational fisher men and women, especially 
the family oriented ones, will continue to grow us into the future. 

Reach out to your friends and family and encourage them to join 
the ACFA. Exhort what you have gleaned from being a member by 

letting them know how much it means to you. 

God bless & keep you! 

David Thornton 
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 Our November meeting was a smash featuring local Guide guru and media 

personality and former tournament fisherman, Capt. Bobby Abruscato (owner 

of A-Team Fishing Adventures) https://ateamfishing.com/ as our main speaker 

talking about his favorite topic...Fall/Winter Fishing. Most are well aware Capt. 

Bobby is one of the most well known and respected guides in our area. But he 

is also  one of the founding members of the ACFA back in 1997, as a partici-

pant through the early years, and later a solid supporter of the club, doing nu-

merous talks and often times giving out prizes during his talks and sharing oth-

er goodies for door prizes. Spending the amount of time Capt. Bobby does on 

the water has allowed him to accumulate a ton of knowledge about what 

type of fish are available and where to target them. Many years spent on the 

water has al-

lowed Capt. 

Bobby to devel-

op a Matrix he 

uses to define 

his basic target 

species and 

tactics. It is 

loaded with 

help to get you 

on the fish by 

using this as a 

“guide”. 

 

 

Robert Thornton                                                                      

ACFA Newsletter Editor 

https://ateamfishing.com/
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Capt. Bobby’s Matrix is somewhat of a roadmap of how, what, when and 
where to fish certain areas during certain times of the year and use specific 

choices of rod / reel / lure combinations. Capt. Bobby prefers spinning tackle 
of 7’0” - 7’6” rods loaded with 20# braided line. He prefers braid because it 

has no stretch versus monofilament which has a good bit of stretch.  

Currently, popping cork fishing is the ticket until the water temperature drops 
and the shrimp disappear for the winter. While fishing, if you happen to notice 
a “fish slick” on the surface, try to maneuver you boat upwind and upcurrent 

and cast into the slick. Remember, the “slick” is constantly moving depending 
on current and wind. Later in the Fall / Winter patterns will change again and I 

firmly believe this Matrix is a tool no fisherman should be without to adjust.  

With the shrimp now gone for the winter, pinfish are an excellent choice for 
bait. Fish in water about 2 ft - 10 ft deep during this time of year. Another tactic 

Capt. Bobby  prefers using is the “Slick Lures”. His hook of choice is a 4/0 
OWNER BEAST HOOK. There are several features of the hook that make it ideal 

for fishing the Slick Lure. At the eye of the hook is a 3/4” straight piece that 
screws into the nose of the lure. The main hook shaft is a steeply curved hook 
body that also has a 1/8 oz weight attached mid-shaft. This small amount of 

weight encourages the Slick Lure to dive with a glide, not so fast the fish can-
not grab the bait on the slow fall.  You can change body color and size, all on 

the same hook. Tie your hook to the braid on your rig using a “LOOP” knot. 
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As a reminder, the 2025 BFC & CPR contests are already underway 
since November 15, 2024 and will continue until midnight November 

14, 2025. All entries should be forwarded to the 2025 Statistician, 
Sandy Tillery at sandyt@bagrus.com or  (251) 583-8660. 

He is just one of the ACFA Officers approved at the November meet-
ing. This is what your lineup for next year’s ACFA Board of Directors 
and Officers will look like. Their names and phone numbers are for 

ease of the membership to contact them, but be aware we recently 
had a text scammer posing as David Thornton trying to solicit funds 
directly. NOTE: that will NEVER be from an ACFA Officer, and if you 
are ever contacted in such a way please report it to them ASAP! 
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The final meeting of 2024 will be held @ Moe’s BBQ   
Downtown on Friday December 6, 2024 @ 6:30 pm.  

Join us as we share fellowship and a buffet meal to cele-
brate our 28th Annual Awards Banquet and to salute all our 

award winners and crown the 2024 Champions for all of 
their hard work and dedication to the ACFA. And as always, 
we welcome any deserts you wish to contribute and share!  

   

PLEASE REMEMBER, we ask all 
attendees over 13 yrs old who plan 

to eat pay $10.00 at the door to help 
defray the cost of our banquet, which 

is our largest annual budget item. 
                   

            Raffle items: rod & reel combo, Buffalo Gear bag,        
& Glacier Gloves. Tickets are $2.00 ea. 

 

DOOR PRIZE Tickets are for Gift Certificates 
from Tackle This Fishing Outfitters & Assorted 

Tackle Courtesy of Ugly Fishing LLC 
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