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**March Meeting** 
Tues., Mar. 7, 2017   6:30 pm 

 

Moe’s Original Bar B Que 

701 Springhill Ave. 

Mobile, AL  36602 

6:30 pm = Craig Hall, ACFA Points & Website 

7:00 pm = Bobby Abruscato, Speckled Trout 

President’s Message: 
Remember our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
March 7

th
 at 6:30 PM. This is a change from our 

normal Thursday night so please make note of it. 
This month our feature guest speaker will be 
Capt. Bobby Abruscato. Bobby will be focusing 
on the transition from late winter to spring with 
tips on how to catch Speckled Trout and Redfish. 
Don't miss it! 
We have two big events for March.  Our March 
Madness Tournament is on the 18th. Kyle, Tom 
and Sarge will be serving jambalaya for this one. 
The Boat Show starts on March 31st and we’re 
planning an exciting booth this year in a great 
location. We need volunteers to help with both 
events. Please let me know if you could help. 
You can contact me 
at  jhoward987@bellsouth.net or (251)234-1285. 
Thanks.  I encourage you to bring your children to 
our meetings. They are the future of ACFA.  
See you there, 
John Howard 

2017 ACFA Board Members 

Upcoming Dates: 

 Mar. 11—BOG Series #4 

 Mar. 18—ACFA Tourn. 

 Mar. 31—Boat Show Start 

Position Name Contact 

Pres. John Howard 251-234-1285 

VP/Seminars Joey Gates 251-209-1220 

Treasurer John Erwin 251-234-1458 

Sec./Membership Jeb Mann 251-423-1574 

Weighmaster Pat Hughes 251-422-6992 

Logo Items Kevin Owens 251-518-6569 

Logo Items Joe Cieutat 251-605-9986 

Awards Josh Tidmore 251-490-6464 

Statistics Craig Hall 251-533-2727 

Food Advisor Tom Brooks 251-533-4036 

Food Advisor Kyle Eckhoff 251-259-2357 

Newsletter Meagan Schrandt mschrandt@disl.org 

Newsletter David Thornton pierpounder2001@hotmail.com  

Donations Joey Gates 251-209-1220 

mailto:jhoward987@bellsouth.net
tel:(234)%20234-1285
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March Meeting  
Tuesday, Mar. 7 at 6:30 pm 

We had a great turn-out at the February 

meeting, so let’s continue that in March.  The 

weather’s starting to warm up and we’re 

making the switch from winter fishing 

techniques to spring techniques. 

Tuesday’s meeting will start out with Craig 

Hall.  Craig handles the statistics and pretty 

much all things web-based for ACFA.  He will 

be discussing the website and changes in the 

points system for 2017 to help make things 

more even/consistent, and reward members 

for participation...even when they are not 

fishing!  It takes a lot of extra work behind-the-

scenes for our tournaments and we’d like to 

recognize those who partake in various 

capacities in the club. 

The main speaker on Tuesday evening will be 

Captain Bobby Abruscato.  Bobby has been a 

local fishing captain in the area for many 

years, and typically speaks at ACFA almost 

every year.  At this meeting, he will be 

speaking about Speckled Trout and Redfish, 

and making that switch from winter to spring 

fishing. 

We hope to see everyone at Moe’s! 

The raffle item for this meeting 

will be an inshore fishing rod 

($150 value; donated by Ugly 

Fishing) and reel combo. 

FOR THE NEXT THREE MONTHS, MEETINGS WILL NOT BE ON THURSDAYS. 
NOTE THE CHANGE IN MEETING DAYS FOR MARCH, APRIL AND MAY BELOW. 

Membership Dues: 
2017 Membership is still open!  Register 

online at www.acfafish.com and pay 

through PayPal to enter the drawings. 

There are 3 drawings (deadline Mar. 31) 

1. Payment via PayPal 

2. Referral of a First-Time Member 

3. First-Time Member 

The 1st and 3rd categories 

enter you in a drawing for a 

bait bubbler. The 2nd 

category enters you for a 

paid membership for 2018. 

*If you cannot pay/register online, we will accept 

payment by check or cash at the ACFA meetings, 

and memberships may also be mailed in. (See 

page 6 for form)  

2017 ACFA Calendar 
Month Meeting  Tournament  

March* 7* 18* 

April* 4* 8 

May* 1* 6 

June 1 3 

July 6 8 

August 3 5 

September 7 9 

October 5 21* 

November 2 no tournament 

December 1 Fri. Banquet 
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March Madness Tournament 

Saturday, March 18, 2017 
 

Speckled Trout, White Trout, 

Sheepshead, Ground Mullet, Red Drum 
 

Weigh-In: American Legion Post 250 

Time: 1—3 pm 

Food: Jambalaya 

*You can weigh-in LIVE fish at any 

tournament weigh-in. 
 

We’re a family-friendly club—we encourage 

families (including children) to participate in 

meetings, tournaments, and the weigh-ins.  We 

do have junior angler categories. 

 

From the Food Advisors:  March’s tournament 

food will be Jambalaya from Georgia Roussos 

Catering. Hopefully they will be a sponsor soon, 

just have to work out the details.  Anyone that 

wants to cook for a tournament, all of it or part of 

it, would be very appreciated. There are 8 

tournaments and lots of ways to contribute: 

setting up, cleaning up, putting up the tent when 

needed. You could make a side dish or a dessert 

or compete in October’s chili cook-off 

(reimbursements apply). The more the merrier. 

We have had lots of help in the past, but it's 

usually the same people and it would be nice to 

see some new faces. It's Fishing and Food! 

Looking forward to another great year. God bless. 

February Meeting Re-Cap 
By David Thornton 
 
We kicked off the first meeting of the year with 
a packed house at Moe's Original Bar B Que 
featuring Benny Sanchez who spoke about the 
upcoming Tito's Redfish Series in Louisiana, 
featuring 5 tournaments from April into 
October with $10k payouts each tournament. 
Benny discussed the intent of the series is to 
have fun in competition and took questions 
while passing out samples of Tito's Handmade 
Vodka and Matrix Shad lures. More info on the 
series and sponsors can be found on their 
website @ https://titosvodkaredfishseries.com/ 
 
Jason Smith, 
WALA TV-10's 
Chief 
Meteorologist 
and host of Fox 
10 Outdoors 
followed with an 
in depth 
presentation on 
“Recent Weather 
Patterns and 
Fishing”. He discussed how the persistent 
warm and wet weather through the month of 
January affected our fishing, then peeked into 
the future with long range forecasts affecting 
the upcoming spring with an emphasis on 
rainfall and river runoff and using weather 
maps and forecasts to help make better long 
range fishing trip plans. This was followed by 
Jason answering some questions from our 
members on the importance of tides, salinity 
and location for better fishing. We have been 
quite fortunate for several years to have Jason 
as a speaker (and member) and always look 
forward to his informative talks, TV weather 
reports and outdoor segments. 
 
After a short break, our ACFA President, John 
Howard, called the 2017 Officers forward to 
give a quick introduction and rundown of their 
duties for the coming year. With the support 
(help & ideas) of you, the members (plus some 
volunteers) we have the personnel, 
experience, knowledge and determination to 
make 2017 the best year yet for the ACFA! 
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March 31—April 2 

 

ACFA will have a new booth on the first 

floor, located next to ADSFR, at the 

Mobile Boat Show (Mobile Convention 

Center).  Please let a board member know 

if you are interested in helping prepare for 

the event and/or man the table for a shift 

or two during the event.  Please see Craig 

Hall for details about this opportunity. 

We are also requesting fishing pictures 

from ACFA members for a slideshow on 

the 72” screen! 

New in 2017 for ACFA 
 Members can now earn 

participation points—just show 

up to get ‘em! 

 Members can earn volunteer 

points. 

 Changes have been made to the 

Big Fish Contest weights and 

other ACFA club rules.  Please 

consult the 2017 rules on pages 

7-8 of this newsletter, and as 

always, online at 

www.acfafish.com 

Corporate Sponsorships 
ACFA would like to welcome our 2017 Corporate Sponsors—there are 3 sponsorship 

tiers for 2017.  For more information please contact John Erwin.  

http://www.acfafish.com/tournament-rules
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ACFA STATIST ICS 

Month Planned Food Location Who's Cooking Help Needed

March

Jambalaya provided by 

Georgia Rousso's Catering VFW-DIP Roussos Catering Setup, clean-up and serving.

April Baked penne pasta and Salad VFW-DIP Tom and Kyle Set-up, serving, clean-up and dessert volunteer.

May

Gumbo provided by Georgis 

Rousso's Catering Causeway Young Gun's cook this year Get with Patrick, dessert volunteer.

June 

Blackened shrimp tacos or fish 

on a stick VFW-DIP

Tom and Kyle if we have shrimp tacos. Sarge 

if we do fish on a stick.

Help with cooking and set up. Help with clean-

up. Dessert volunteer.

July Pork butt sandwiches w/sides VFW-DIP

Vince or Tom (Hopefully Vince! He did a great 

job last year!)

Need volunteers to make sides and dessert. Help 

with clean-up and serving

August Shrimp boil VFW-DIP Board members/Volunteers Need help with cooking, clean-up and serving.

September Fish fry Causeway Tom and Kyle plus whomever can help Set-up, cooking, serving and clean-up.

October Chili cook-off Causeway Volunteers

Need volunteers to make chili. Clean-up/set-up. 

Dessert volunteer.

ACFA Food Menu For 2017

Big Fish Contest

Blackfish                         

7#min
WT

Flounder                      

2#min
WT

Ground 

Mullet/Whiting 

0.5#min

WT
Redfish  5#min 

Slot only
WT CPR     23" min Lgth

1 1 1 David Thornton 1.01 1 Grady LeBlanc 6.56 1 John Howard 24.50

2 2 2 David Thornton 0.99 2 2 Frank Foley 24.00

3 3 3 Norman Lewellen 0.84 3 3 Mike Nicholas 23.75

4 4 4 4 4 Jeb Mann 23.25

5 5 5 5 5

6 6 6 6 6

7 7 7 7 7

8 8 8 8 8

9 9 9 9 9

10 10 10 10 10

Sheepshead                      

5#min
WT

Spanish Mackerel         

2#min
WT

Speckled Trout            

4#min
WT

White Trout             

0.5#min
WT Point Leaders Pts.

1 Rick Tourne' 9.28 1 1 1 John Howard 2.01 1 John Howard 29

2 2 2 2 John Howard 1.79 2 David Thornton 19

3 3 3 3 Michelle Nall 1.50 3 Rick Tourne' 10

4 4 4 4 4 Grady LeBlanc 10

5 5 5 5 5 Frank Foley 9

6 6 6 6 6 Mike Nicholas 8

7 7 7 7 7 Jeb Mann 7

8 8 8 8 8 Norman Lewellen 8

9 9 9 9 9 Michelle Nall 8

10 10 10 10 10

** NEW CLUB RECORD  * First to weigh in  (N) New Member (J) Junior Angler (L) Lady Angler

February 24, 2017
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Thanks to our Alabama Coastal Fishermen’s Association Sponsors 

Fox’s Trolling Motor Services 


